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“I do not permit a woman to teach” 
Tim Miller, Gateway Fellowship, 10/22/2017 
 

11  A  woman should  learn  in quietness  and  full submission. 12  I do not  permit a 
woman  to  teach  or to  assume authority over  a  man; she must  be quiet. 13  For 
Adam  was formed  first,  then Eve. 14  And Adam was  not the one deceived; it 
was the  woman  who  was  deceived  and  became a  sinner. 15 But  women  will 
be  saved  through childbearing—if they continue  in  faith,  love and holiness 
with  propriety. 
 
1 Tim  2:11-15  (NIV) 

1. The context of Ephesus. 
 
“. . . stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false 
doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies.” 1 
Timothy 1:3-4a  
 

● Artemis history, background 
● Ultra-Feminist 
● Men are evil, women are the source of life and everything good 
● Marriage bad? 
● Artemis was widely known as the patron goddess who delivered women out of 

the dangers of childbirth 

2. The exact meanings of specific words used. 
● “A woman” (singular - why not women, as in the paragraph before? Is it 

plausible that a specific troublesome woman was in view?) 
● “I do not permit” (The grammar reads as, “I am not currently permitting” - 

rather than the greek for “I do not permit.” Greek is a very precise language.) 
● Authentein - only used once in your Bible - right here. “violently grasp authority 

over” 
● “Assume authoritative teaching over” (to teach usurpation of wives over 

husbands) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Tim%201.3-4a
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Tim%201.3-4a
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● “Silent”: does not mean “don’t make noise.” Best translated: “Not uproarious.” 
Not stirring up discontent and factions and negativity. 

● In other words — what’s being contradicted is not women speaking in 
public - but Misandry (the contrast to misogyny) an ultra feminist 
perspective that is pagan in its content. If Paul were making rules against 
women speaking in public why would he labor to show orderly ways for them to 
both pray and prophesy in public, by wearing signs of their authority on their 
heads? Prophesy is a “higher” gift than teaching, and Paul labors that point for 
two whole chapters in 1 Corinthians. Paul worked with many intelligent and 
capable women in his gospel work. He greatly respected Priscilla and Aquila. He 
named Junia as an apostle in Romans 16. He has a very positive relationship 
with godly ladies throughout his letters.  

● The theological content (Genesis 2-3 all messed up) - specifically contradicts 
the specific heretical pagan teaching at work in Ephesus. Namely, Eve was 
enlightened by the serpent and freed both of them through secret knowledge. 
Men are evil idiots. Women are the source of life and are pure. The goddess who 
killed the evil male god will deliver through the danger of childbirth… 

● The Statement about being saved through childbirth is a direct denial of the 
dominant role of Artemis... 

3. The context of a letter of pastoral advice to an 
individual (Timothy) in response to Timothy’s specific 
practical questions. 
 

● Objection - Paul’s argument is rooted in creation order and Eve’s deception, 
which seem to be universal and timeless in their application. 

● Response - Paul very often argues in what seem to be absolute terms against 
or for something. If we did not have the rest of Scripture we might wrongly infer 
universals from his particulars. Instead we need to find the core values that he is 
driven by. 

● Food sacrificed to idols? He says eat it to Timothy. He says don’t eat it if it 
offends a weaker brother in Romans. Circum 

● The Core Value of the Gospel is what drives Paul. 
● The trajectory of the New Testament vs what would have helped the gospel 

make progress in that time and place... 
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4. The broader context of the rest of the New 
Testament and the Bible on women’s roles in 
ministry…. 
...Give examples from memory…. 

5. My view: Limited and Local with enduring 
principles that apply everywhere at all times 
My view: 1 Tim 2:11-15 is not a universal rule barring women from teaching in all 
churches at all times because they are more evil and easily deceived than men. Rather, 
this is a response to a concrete situation that is way out of balance. It is a specific 
instruction to a specific church for specific people who appear to have been: 
 
1) interrupting and taking over services 
2) undermining duly established church leadership 
3) teaching false ultra-feminist doctrines coming from paganism that distorted Genesis 
2-3. 

My advice to Tammi the second time she preached. 
● Are you in line with your husband? 
● Are you in line with church leadership? 
● Are you teaching orthodoxy? 
● Then you are faithfully applying the values expressed in 1 Tim 2. 

6. Pushback! 
Yeah But!!! If we start allowing women to preach and teach then we’ll soon be 
ordaining homosexuals as well!!! Scholar, John Jefferson Davis responds: 
 

“The  response  to  this concern, however, is  to  observe that,  in the course of 
redemptive  history  and  in  the breadth  of the  biblical canon, there is 
uniformity  in  the biblical  rejection of homosexual practices while  there is 



4 

diversity  in  the types  of public leadership  roles played by  women in the 
Old  and  New  Covenant communities. 
 
“ In  the  case  of homosexual  practices, there  is  one consistent position 
reflected  throughout the  Scriptures in both testaments;  the  biblical 
assessment  of  homosexuality is uniformly  negative. There are no historical 
or  cultural contexts  mentioned in Scripture  in  which homosexuality is 
portrayed  in a  positive  light. The creational distinctions between male and 
female  (Gen. 1:27) which are foundational for  the prohibitions  against 
homosexuality  have the  same implications  for  all cultural contexts. 
 
“ :In  the  case of  women’s  leadership roles, however,  there  is significant 
diversity  within  the  canon itself. In 1 Timothy 2 2, women’s roles are 
restricted, it  is  here argued, in  light of  the  local problems  of women being 
misled  by  false teachers  and, plausibly, teaching men in a  domineering 
fashion.10  Elsewhere, one  can recall the  prominent  leadership roles  exercised 
by  Deborah  the prophet  (Judg.  4), Huldah the  prophet  (2 Kgs. 22 22 ),  Miriam 
the  sister of  Moses  (Exod. 15:20–21), Priscilla (Acts  18:26), the four daughters of 
Philip  who  were  prophets  (Acts  2  21:9), and  Phoebe (Rom. 16:1) to be reminded 
of  the  ways  that  women  have  been  used  by God  at different  times in  biblical 
history; there  is  no  hint in  the  canonical texts that  the activities  of these 
women  were  viewed  in  a  negative light. 
 
“This  diversity—the fact  that women’s authoritative leadership  is  sometimes 
prohibited  (1 Tim.  2  2) and  sometimes  permitted  (Deborah, Judg. 4)—indicates 
that  circumstantial factors are in  play, not  merely “transcultural, creational” 
norms  that  are  applied  without regard to  local problems.” 

7. Final Thoughts 
Even the MOST TRADITIONAL BELIEVERS (whose interpretations I find disturbing, but 
perhaps you don’t) use restraint in how they apply this text. For example: 
 

● The ESV study bible notes on verse 12 says that male leadership is here 
described only applies to the church, and does not mean that women cannot 
be in leadership in business and governmental institutions, which I take to 
mean that even they can’t bring themselves to fully apply the weight of their 
interpretation to real life. FURTHERMORE... 
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● On Family Worship, John Piper says that a husband who is less gifted with 
reading and words than his wife should express his spiritual leadership 
something like this (I’m summarizing, not quoting): “Gather the children. Hush 
them. Pray a short prayer. Then invite your wife to instruct them.” Do you hear 
it?!!!! Even a VERY patriarchal pastor says that the husband’s proper use of his 
headship in the family is to create a platform for the wife to use her gifts for 
the benefit of others and the furtherance of the gospel. And if that’s how it is 
supposed to work at home, my convictions are that is how it is supposed to 
work at church. 


