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Get Understanding 
Tim Miller, Gateway Fellowship, Sep 17, 2017 
 
To follow Jesus is to walk against the grain of culture. It has always been this way. 
 

Matthew 7:13-14 13 “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow 

gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose 

that way. 14 But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and 

only a few ever find it. 
 

2 Tim 4:1-4 I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who 

will someday judge the living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 

2 Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. 

Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. 3 For a 

time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome 

teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell 

them whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and 

chase after myths. 

 
To follow Jesus is to go against the grain of personal preferences and opinions. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-8 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 

    do not depend on your own understanding. 

6 Seek his will in all you do, 

    and he will show you which path to take. 

7 Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. 

    Instead, fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 

8 Then you will have healing for your body 

    and strength for your bones. 

 
Sometimes we get the impression from some passages that wisdom is bad (1 
Corinthians 1 God’s wisdom makes the world’s wisdom foolish) and knowledge is bad 
(1 Corinthians 8 knowledge puffs up but love builds up) and we miss the nuance of the 
context. Worldly wisdom is harmful. So called knowledge puffs up. The knowledge of 
Christ increases love. In fact, the Bible has tons to say about the benefit, stronger, the 
necessity, to set ourselves on a path of intentionally seeking for and growing in 
understanding... 
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Prov 4:7 Wisdom is supreme--so get wisdom. And whatever else you get, get 

understanding. 

 

Matthew 13:12 10 His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables 

when you talk to the people?” 11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the 

secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. 12 To those who listen to 

my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance 

of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding 

they have will be taken away from them.13 That is why I use these parables… 
 

And how many times does Paul pray for the Spirit to usher the saints into the knowledge 
of God that is given in Christ? 

 

Eph 1:15-19 15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love for God’s people everywhere, 16 I have not stopped thanking God for 

you. I pray for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in 

your knowledge of God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so 

that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his 

holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance. 

19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for 

us who believe him. 

 

Phil 1:9-11 9 I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will 

keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. 10 For I want you to 

understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives 

until the day of Christ’s return. 11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your 

salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this 

will bring much glory and praise to God. 

 

Colossians 1:9-10 9 So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard 

about you. We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you 

spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 Then the way you live will always honor 

and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the 

while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. 

 

2 Peter 1:2-9 2 May God give you more and more grace and peace as you grow 

in your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 3 By his divine power, God has 
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given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by 

coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous 

glory and excellence. 4 And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us 

great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his 

divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires. 5 In 

view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your 

faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with 

knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient 

endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly 

affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. 

 

8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But those who fail to develop in this way 

are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old 

sins. 

 
Foundational first principles. If we don’t first settle some foundational principles about 
reality and God, we’re not going to get off the ground. HE’s the Creator and I’m the 
creature. Genesis 22 is one of those all time passages of getting down to what sort of 
heart God is looking for. The absolute surrender beyond understanding is the way 
toward understanding. Yesterday I heard someone say, “I’m not doing anything I don’t 
understand.” That’s actually folly, masquerading as wisdom. 
 
“Faith seeking understanding.” As we follow the Lord we will bump up against the 
limits of our understanding, and that’s where we will experience the testing of our faith. 
 
“Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom” (1 Cor 1:22), but we talk about 
Jesus’ weak humiliating defeat and God’s raising him from the dead as our answer - 
And Jews are offended because they want to put their faith in a winner, not a loser. 
Greeks are offended because we want them to put their trust in a person they don’t yet 
know who has very different values, rather than an intellectually compelling philosophy 
that’s compatible with what they already think. They want wisdom. We have a person. A 
person who embodied love. 
 
“You gotta back your ideas up with Scripture.” = proof-texting. Anybody can do this 
if they are clever enough. You can slather a pig with lipstick and photoshop the 
arguments to death until you finally are able to baptize your wrong views with Bible 
verses so you feel justified in your course of life. 
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Ideas should come out of your surrendered relationship to Jesus as you journey 
with Scripture. We learn more in one year of obedience to Jesus than in a hundred 
years studying theology. More importantly, we learn what God wants to teach US, in 
particular. This is why, even though I have 8 years of theological education (actually 
much more) I love Kris Vallotton, a mechanic who never graduated from a theology 
school. He speaks out of his relationship with God and his reading of the scriptures as 
he journeys on a path of obedience with the people he’s called alongside. And his lack 
of that traditional perspective is interesting to me, because he is able to read Scripture 
through different questions and assumptions than the ones taught to me in college and 
seminary. So he sees things that are there that I didn’t see, and my teachers weren’t 
taught. 
 

Hebrews 5:11-14 11 There is much more we would like to say about this, but it 
is difficult to explain, especially since you are spiritually dull and don’t seem to 

listen. 12 You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching 

others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic things about 

God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid food. 13 For 

someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to do what is 

right.14 Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the 

skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong. 


