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We (Still) Have a Problem: Racism in 
America, 2017 
Tim Miller - Gateway Fellowship - 8/27/2017 
 
JOKE: “All the bastards have died.” 
 

Matthew 5:43-47 43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ 

and hate your enemy. 44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who 

persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in 

heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain 

on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If you love only those who love you, what 

reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you are 

kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans 

do that. 
 
Brief historical framing of the context. Charleston church shooting (June 17, 2016) - 
9 murdered by white supremacist self-radicalized 21 year old Dylan Roof. In response, 
confederate monuments/flags were removed from public spaces. Unite the right reacts 
with event. Counter protests organize to say, “KKK, White Nationalists etc are NOT 
OKAY.” James Alex Fields drives car into crowd, killing 32 year old Heather Heyer and 
injuring 19 others. The powder keg of social media, news outbreaks. Black lives matter. 
Blue lives matter. All lives matter. Make America Great Again. Race-baiting. Class war. 
Unrest. Distrust. Shouting past each other without listening. 
 
Two kingdoms (the world vs the kingdom of God) means we should expect things in 
this world to be flying upside down. Our hope is the kingdom breaking in, arriving, and 
spreading through Holy Spirit, Gospel, Church, prayer activity. 
 
Don’t become a monster to defeat a monster. I’ve seen a disposition at work that 
treats disagreement on sensitive matters as damning evidence against someone which 
puts them in a category of person no longer worthy of common civility or basic respect. 
So if you change your mind will you become less valuable later? Or more? Such a 
posture is vengeful and full of overweening pride. Jesus told the people of his day, “You 
say, ‘If WE had been around we would have NEVER mistreated the prophets like our 
ancestors.’” His diagnosis: you are not aware of yourselves! LOVE, not correctly sorting 
the good guys from the bad guys, is what Jesus is after. 
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Is Jesus out of touch with reality? In a climate that only understands moral outrage 
and virtue signalling, the Lord Jesus ceases to look like someone who understands 
what to do. He looks out of touch, naive, deluded, and like an impractical dreamer 
whose dreams have no means to ever impact the real world. “We need real world 
solutions, Jesus, not this weak hippy love stuff.” Forceful loud pushy shouting, calling 
your senator to give him a piece of your mind, standing with a sign and shouting louder 
than the other side, at the other side. This, we understand. Volume. Power. Shaming. 
These become the tools to intimidate and manipulate the powers that be or the culture 
at large. These tools fall under the heading of “power over.” The sword. Not the “power 
under” way of the cross. 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was committed to nonviolence and his primary motivation 
was not self-centered, rather, It was kingdom-of-God-centered, therefore it was 
justice-centered (restorative justice, not retributive justice). And because it was kingdom 
of God centered, the means must be loving, not just the ends..which brings up a 
need for some category creation… 
 

Ethical Forms 
1. Deontological Ethics: Rules. If an action violates the rules, it is not ethical. If an 

action fulfills the rules, it is ethical. This means Robin Hood is wrong because he 
violated theft rules to help the poor. 

2. Consequentialist Ethics: Outcomes. Ends justify means. If a course of action 
results in improvement, it is ethical. If an action does not improve the outcome, it 
is unethical. This means Robin Hood is right, because though his action violated 
rules/laws, the outcome was more justice for more people, and the resistance of 
the exploitations of the greedy wealthy. Consequentialism is compatible with the 
belief that if lying, stealing, killing, and even hating, result in “better” outcomes for 
people, they may be morally justified. 

3. Virtue Ethics: Character. Virtue ethics say that the end does not justify the 
means. Rather, the means must itself be loving. Virtue ethics say that in a fight 
against evil, we must only use good. In a fight against hatred, we must only use 
loving actions to resist hatred. 

 
Just War theory is a form of consequentialist ethics — if we can save our people’s 
lives, then even though killing millions of civilians is horrifying, we may end up dropping 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
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“Biblicist” Christian thinking is deontological. Don’t worry about outcomes or even 
understanding, just do what God says, because God saying it makes it right. 
 
I’m legitimately surprised that white supremacy and white nationalist groups can gain 
traction in 2017. I guess I shouldn’t be. On the other hand, I’m surprised at the angry, 
hot-button, liberal reaction of twitter virtue signalling that seems to catch. We are like 
people who look at others (for example, racists) with a lens of, “They are evil. Such evil 
could never become me. They are disgusting. It is right to hate them. Gross. If they die, 
good.” All the focus is on them, the dangerous “other.” Which is, of course, the demonic 
strategy working according to plan. We - meaning Americans - are getting baited into a 
cycle of non-gospel thinking. 
 
The gospel reconciles people to God, but it also reconciles people with people. 
When embraced, the gospel ends racial divides and hostilities. 
 

Ephesians 2:14-16  14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united 

Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke 

down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by ending the system 

of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews 

and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two 

groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by 

means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to 

death. 

 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 
In christ there is no longer us and them. There is only we. 
 
Dr. MLK’s dream was not “that one day little black children would be left alone,” no. 
His dream was “we.” “I have a dream that one day right there in Alabama little black 
boys and little black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and little white 
girls as sisters and brothers.” 
 
Our culture is easily offended and looking outward for scapegoats, which plays 
right into the demonic strategy of division and hostility. Looking at OTHERS for 
scapegoats. How bout we look inward for the remaining vestiges of prejudice we 
unknowingly harbor? How bout we stop shouting and start serving. How bout we take 
the time to listen to someone else’s experience of life in Delaware that might not be at 
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all like our experience. I’m not asking you to cower in shame as though you were a 
slave-owner. I’m asking you to look for creative ways to heal the divide. 
 

Matthew 5:43-48 MSG “You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your 

friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. 

I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the 

worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, 

for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is 

what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to 

everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love 

the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello 

to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does 

that. 48 In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now 

live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously 

toward others, the way God lives toward you.” 


