
Prayer is the Greater Work - 
November 14, 2010 – Tim Miller – Cannon Mennonite Church

 

Oswald Chambers – “Prayer doesn’t fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.” 

NIV  Acts 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

Proskartaréō [προσκαρτερέω] – to persist at prayer, stay at prayer, be loyal to prayer, attach oneself 

to prayer, occupy oneself diligently with prayer, be devoted to prayer, continue in prayer with intense 

effort, devote oneself to prayer despite great difficulty, to persist obstinately at prayer (pit-bull with a 

bone), give constant attention to prayer. 

 
Would you say you give constant attention to prayer?  Would you say you are devoted to regularly 
praying with God’s people?  Do you persist at prayer like a pit-bull with a bone?  Me neither.  But I’m 
doing better now than I was 5 years ago.  And I long for more.  I long for more. 
 
And the reason I love for more is because I’ve experienced what God does when we pray, and when we 
pray together, and when we pray for each other, and when others lay hands on me and pray for me as 
the Spirit gives them insight.  In my experience, no counselor on the planet can match the divine 
Counselor through the prayers of the saints in lifting burdens, renewing the mind, giving joy in place of 
despair… 
 
NIV Romans 12:12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
 
NIV  Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 

 
Everywhere in Scripture and church history where we see the Kingdom of God powerfully breaking into 

this fallen evil age, we see προσκαρτερέω in prayer leading the way, and following in the wake of 
revival. 
 
NIV  Acts 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 
NIV  Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 
 
NIV  Acts 6:4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 
KJV  Acts 6:4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 

 

 Wait?  Why didn’t the apostles just get on with the mission?  Why waste precious time hold up 

in a room worshiping and praying while the world is perishing outside? 

 Excuses?  Are we getting their results?  Why not?  Why is the book of Acts so different from my 

experience? 



 Distinction.  Marked or Sealed with the Holy Spirit at new birth, but sometimes more and 

sometimes less full of the Holy Spirit depending on how closely I’m walking with the Lord.  Leaky 

vessels get empty quickly when they’re out of the continuous flow of Living Water.  Prayer is 

putting ourselves under the fountain. 

Selah:  “They all joined together constantly in prayer”  (Acts 1:14) 

 God is jealous for His glory.  Gideon down to 300 so that no humans would take credit for the 

victory. 

 Practical.  Prayer is the practical expression of real-world dependence upon God.  

Prayerlessness is the real-world expression of independence from God. 

 God will actually wait for us to learn the one necessary thing – to wait on Him.  To come 

together, humble ourselves, and pray.  All the mechanics, programs, activities, and beliefs may 

be correct, but without the Presence of God freshly upon us, the heart and life are missing. 

 Moses & God’s Presence.  God offered to send Moses through the wilderness and into the 

Promised land with an angel so that His Presence wouldn’t kill the sinful people.  Moses refused 

to inherit the things of God with God Himself remaining at a distance.  Intimacy with God is the 

whole shootin’ match!  “If you don’t go with us, I’m not going.” 

 Let me be clear:  One of the main things keeping you and me from getting the same results as 

the apostles in Acts is a lack of powerful and repeated outpourings of the Holy Spirit.  (Read Acts 

straight through – it’s not a onetime deal.)  And the catalyst of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

is humble, believing, surrendered, desperate, agreement in prayer.  God wants us to get there 

together. 

Selah:  “They all joined together constantly in prayer”  (Acts 1:14) 

 Unity – they were constantly in prayer together.  That’s not an incidental detail.  Unity requires 

everybody to give up something of their personal agenda to come together.  Christian unity is 

unity around the cross.  Pentecost was the great equalizer (men and women, old and young, 

slave and free, all nations) because it was the application of the cross – which is the great 

equalizer.  Nobody is left standing in front of the cross. 

NIV  Psalm 133:1 A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in 
unity! 
 2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, 
down upon the collar of his robes. 
 3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 
even life forevermore. 

 

 Transition – in birth and our congregational life.  Transition feels like death, but it’s actually the 

point right before birth. 



Herrnhut 

 1722 - a small group of bohemian refugees who had been living as refugees for 100 years 

showed up at Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf’s estate - a nobleman who had been brought up 

in the traditions of pietism.  Out of a personal commitment to helping to poor and needy, he 

agreed to let them settle on his land in eastern Germany. 

 These Moravian refugees established a new village they called “Herrnhut.” 

 By 1727 - five years later - the community had divided itself into warring factions. 

 As the settlers learned to know each other better, they learned to love each other less.  Things 

escalated into differences on lesser points of doctrine.  Emotions boiled over, and sarcasm and 

negativity were fueled by Bible passion. 

 Count Zinzendorf decided he would go down to the village and try to establish some kind unity. 

 They hammered out a pact called the “brotherly agreement” - May 12, 1727.  The beginning of 

the renewal. 

 Then August 13, 1727, the community was visited by the Holy Spirit in a way similar to 

Pentecost in Acts 2.  They underwent a dramatic transformation as the inhabitants of Herrnhut 

learned to love each other following that experience. 

 Herrnhut means “Lord’s watch.”  It has a double meaning.  The Lord watches over us.  And we 

watch for the Lord. 

 They began to read a common text of Scripture every day as a community - “The Moravian 

Text.”  From this humble beginning, the Spirit orchestrated a 24 hour a day prayer meeting that 

didn’t cease for 100 years. 

 Scholars trace the birthplace of the modern global missionary movement to Herrnhut. 

 On a ship headed to America in the midst of a violent storm, Wesley encountered Moravians, 

singing songs to God - Wesley decided that he wasn’t even saved.  He went to seek them out 

when he returned to Europe. 

 Aug 12, 1738 Wesley wrote in his journal - “Today was the intercession day when many 

strangers were present.  Some came 20 or 30 miles.  I would gladly have spent my life here, but 

[for] my Master calling me to labor in another part of his vineyard...O when shall this Christianity 

cover the earth as the waters cover the sea!?” 

Selah:  “They all joined together constantly in prayer”  (Acts 1:14) 

 Do you know what would happen if…200 saints, full of the Holy Spirit, fearing nothing but God, 

hating nothing but sin?  The earth would tremble.  And we would be the most joyful people on 

the planet. 

Acts 4:31  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

 We’d see miracles, signs, wonders, evangelism, persecution, generosity, forgiveness, depression 

broken, relationships reconciled.  And we’d not just tithe of our money.  We’d send a tenth of 

our members to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth with their own blood if necessary, 



because they’ve been in His Presence to hear him ask, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

me?”  And they will have said, “Here am I.  Lord, send me.” 

 Do we really understand what’s on offer here?  What kind of people might we become?  What 

kind of church?  What kind of school?  What kind of Jesus culture we might experience and 

spread – so that Jesus is treasured above anything else? 

 God isn’t calling us to more activities – He’s inviting us to Himself. 

 Our whole job is to host the Presence of the Lord 

 Oswald Chambers – Prayer doesn’t fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work. 

 Lord, put us on like a glove! 

Worship Team Come Up 

 3 Practical Things 

 1.)  Starting December, 10am Sunday Pre-service Prayer in the Sanctuary for at least 

one quarter 

 2.)  Prayer Calendars – on the table or for download at www.bedisciples.com/media 

 3.)  Most Importantly – All-Chuch Prayer - 2x per month, every other Wednesday at 7p. 

Selah:  “They all joined together constantly in prayer”  (Acts 1:14) 

Your move Cannon:  If you WANT to WANT His Presence.  If you want to have us Pray that God would 

put a Hunger for HIM in you – please meet me at the foot of the cross! 

http://www.bedisciples.com/media

